
The State of
the Fox Valley
Chapter is
growing and
doing very
well. With
Bruce Talbot
and Rod
Herbig mov-
ing out of
state, and Dale
Bottom retir-
ing the ROTC

chairmanship,
we at the Fox Valley Chapter have enor-
mous shoes to fill. These three compatri-
ots were the first to welcome me into the
chapter six years ago. Bruce got me
involved in state duties. Rod and Dale
helped me in chapter duties, and eventual-
ly the chapter presidency. I will be forever
grateful to these fine compatriots. The
chapter will miss them very much.
The Fox Valley Chapter currently has

137 members with a number of member-
ship applications pending. When I became
president over 2 years ago we had 94
members. Hats off to our outstanding
Registrar team of Current Registrar Ted
Miller, past Registrar Andy Baffes and
our Genealogist Jon Fixmer.
The Fox Valley Chapter is looking for-

ward to the upcoming year. We started the
year off with our Board of Managers
meeting on January 20th at the Lisle
Police Station. During this meeting, we
planned the events for the upcoming year.
On February 19, Rod Herbig, our Eagle
Scout Chair, attended the ‘Gathering of
the Eagles’ banquet in Lisle.  Rod has
presented 350 Eagle Scout Certificates
this year. On March 1, Rod Herbig, Jon
Fixmer, and I presented three Law

Enforcement medals and certificates to
three brave officers at the Kendall County
Court House in Yorkville. 
On March 16th Rod Herbig, Jon

Fixmer, and Ted Miller attended the
DuPage County Genealogical Convention
in Naperville. We had a booth and were
looking to recruit new members. 
On March 26, we had our chapter meet-

ing at the Messenger Library in North
Aurora at 10:00am. This meeting was
well attended and we proceeded to nomi-
nate new officers for 2017-2018. 

After the meeting, we headed up to Lily
Lake Cemetery to meet with the Lily
Lake Village Board at 1:00pm. We final-
ized plans for the Patriot Abner Powers
Ceremony. We are hoping for a summer
ceremony to honor this Patriot who is
buried in our midst. 
On March 30, Kevin Alcott, Scott

Sanders and I visited long-time Fox
Valley Compatriot Bob Baird at
Lexington Square assisted living center in
Elmhurst where he lives with his wife and
DAR member Ruth Anne. We stuffed pri-
ority mail envelopes with Outstanding
Citizenship Award certificates and pins.

Last year, we mailed certificates to 62
high schools, this year we are looking at
68 high schools. Kevin presented one
award at York High School in Elmhurst
on April 25 and I will present one at
Glenbard East High School in Lombard
on May 11. 
Our April 17 Spring Dinner was a real

hit. We had one of our biggest turnouts in
years. Our speaker, Terry Lynch as Ben
Franklin, was outstanding. After the din-
ner, brand new compatriot Daniel Smith
volunteered his services to take over the

Sergeant-at-Arms
position. Thanks
Dan!

Our chapter
will be participat-
ing in five parades
this year: Chicago
Memorial Day
Parade (Saturday
before Memorial
Day), Wheaton
Memorial Day
parade (on
Memorial Day),
Wheaton

Independence Day Parade, Illinois State
Fair Parade in Springfield (second week
in August) and the Woodstock Christmas
Parade in Woodstock (last week of Nov).

The Illinois Society Sons of the
American Revolution has undertaken a
project to eventually mark all the grave-
yards in Illinois where Revolutionary War
Patriots are buried. The Fox Valley
Chapter had its first grave marking for
Patriot John Dudley on September 19,
2015 at the Naperville Cemetery. We had
about 125 people in attendance including
the Mayor of Naperville and other city
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2016 looks bright for
Fox Valley Chapter

Kevin Alcott, left, and Mike Campagnolo, right, help Bob Beard, center, prepare Good
Citizenship Award certificates.
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dignitaries along with various local
media.  A seven-foot-tall cast aluminum
plaque was erected by Dudley’s grave
which tells the story of his Revolutionary
service. The Fox Valley Chapter alone
has 19 American Revolutionary Patriots
buried in our 8 county area. These
plaques cost around $2000 each. All
donations big or small are appreciated.
With a $100 donation the ILSSAR will

present a grave marking lapel pin. For
$500, the ILSSAR will present a medal
with your name or organization on the
sign.  We have set up a separate chapter
fund for the Grave Marking Project. 
Our next project this summer is to

honor Patriot Abner Powers with a
plaque and ceremony at the Lily Lake
Cemetery in rural Kane County. Our ulti-
mate goal statewide is to have these
plaques at every cemetery at which a
patriot is buried in Illinois.
The Fox Valley Chapter prides itself on

being one of the most active chapters in
the state of Illinois. Compatriots, we
need your help. We have some Fox
Valley Officer and committee chair posi-
tions open for any compatriot willing to
step up and give us a hand. 
Lets work together to make 2016 a

great year!

President’s message from P.1

By Kevin Alcott
On March 30, Fox Valley SAR mem-

bers met in Elmhurst to inscribe 63
Outstanding Citizenship Award certifi-
cates for deserving high school seniors.
President Mike Campagnolo,

Outstanding Citizenship Chairman Bob
Baird, Member-at-Large Scott Sanders,
and Knight Essay Chairman Kevin Alcott
met at Bob’s residence to do the work. 
For many years Bob has led the annual

program, which is open to all high
schools in the Fox Valley area. More than
sixty schools participate every year. As
part of the process, each school’s princi-
pal and faculty select one outstanding

male or female senior based on the crite-
ria of “dependability, honesty, courtesy,
respect, leadership and patriotism.” 
Winning students are presented with a

SAR Outstanding Citizenship pin, as well
as a SAR Outstanding Citizenship
Certificate personally inscribed by Bob,
Mike, and other Fox Valley Chapter mem-
bers. Bob’s passion and commitment to
the program has been tremendous. He is
well-known by all of the schools for his
leadership and enthusiasm. 
Beginning in 2017, Bob will be passing

the torch to Kevin Alcott, but Bob will
continue to play an active role in the SAR
Outstanding Citizenship program.

Good Citizenship certificates sent out
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New compatriots and chapter officers recognized at Spring Dinner

Chapter President Mike Campagnolo, left, adminsters oath to new members Zachary Dawes, Gerald Dawes, Charles Dawes, Denny Schilling,
& Dan Smith, assisted by Registrar, Ted Miller, right. Not pictured is Robert L. Miller. 

Chapter officers from left are: Eric Ingersoll, treasurer; Don Parrish, webmaster; Mike
Campagnolo, chapter president; Harry Reineke IV, 2017 president; Ted Miller, registrar;
and Scott Sanders, Fox Valley newsletter editor.

Ashbury’s at Boughton Ridge, in
Bolingbrook, was the scene, April
17, of the Fox Valley Chapter’s
Spring Dinner and Award Ceremony. 
New members were inducted, Six

awards were presented for a variety
of programs. And, Chapter President
Mike Campagnolo gave an excellent
speech detailing the activities of the
chapter.
Special thanks to Don Parrish and

Mike Campagnolo for providing the
caption information for photos on
this page and the two following
pages.

Mike Campagnolo presents special awards to VP Rod Herbig. He is a
former Chapter President and has been a mainstay of our Boy Scout
awards, Color Guard, and Patriot markings. He’s moved to North
Carolina and will be missed.
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Chapter awards make up
important part of annual
Spring Dinner

At left, Compatriot
Ted Miller, received
the War Service
medal on behalf of
his father, Robert
Miller, a WWII vet,
from chapter
President Mike
Campagnolo.

Treasurer Eric Ingersoll, right, pins the Fox award on his
wife Claire. She was recognized for doing the American
flag mailing labels for the dinners.

At right, Kevin Alcott presents the Knight Essay
Award & check to Hadi Shiraz, as his beaming
parents watch. Hadi then read his winning essay
entitled A True Revolution.

Rod Herbig, gives Eagle Scout chapter award to Nathan Davis, as his
proud father, and Mike Campagnolo watch.

Dale Bottom presents Chapter JROTC award &
$200 check to Teresa Kozak who also won at State.
She will be recognized for that in May.
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Above, Compatriot Don Parrish thanks Terry Lynch
for his entertaining portrayal of Benjamin Franklin.

Following dinner and awards,
Actor/Historian Terry Lynch made his
entrance as Benjamin Franklin, and selected
audience members to play historical roles
with him. JROTC winner Teresa Kozak was
enlisted to ‘became’ his wife Debora and did
an impressive job of guessing the correct
answers to "Dr. Franklin's" historical ques-
tions, below.

My name is Daniel R. Smith and I was born
July 31, 1978 in Chicago, Illinois.   I’m mar-
ried to the former Amy Coots and we have two
daughters, Abigail 7, and Emily 4.  We live in
Oak Lawn. 
I received my BA in Economics from the

University of Minnesota and my MBA from
Roosevelt University.  I’m currently employed
with Advocate Health Care as a Planning
Manager in the Strategic Planning department.
My Patriot Ancestor is my Grandfather (6th Generation)

Jacob Klock who was Colonel of the 2nd Regiment of the
Tryon County militia in the State of New York.  

He also served as a Captain in the French and
Indian Wars.  
My decision to join the SAR stems from my

strong passion for history, specifically United
States history, as well as my interest in
researching my family’s lineage.  An interesting
hurdle I encountered while tracing my Patriot
Ancestor was dispelling the myth of a son men-
tioned in family documents who never existed.

During my research, I also found out that I am a direct
descendant to multiple Patriot ancestors.  I look forward to
being involved with the Fox Valley Chapter of the SAR.

Meet new compatriot and Fox Valley member Daniel Smith

Founding Father
Ben Franklin
stepped into the
future to appear at
Chapter’s Spring
Dinner
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Chapter honors
Kendall County
Sheriff’s Deputies
On March 1, Fox Valley President Mike

Campagnolo, and compatriots Rod Herbig
and Jon Fixmer presented Law
Enforcement Awards to three police offi-
cers at the Kendall County Office
Building in Yorkville. Here are their
stories. 
For Kendall County Sheriff’s Deputy

Tyler Johnson, at approximately 1:50 am
on New Year's Day, Kendall County
Sheriff’s Deputy Tyler Johnson arrived at

Stonewater
Lane and
Washington
Street in
Oswego for
a report of
an occupied
vehicle in a
pond at that
location. As
one of the
first respon-
ders on the
scene,
Johnson saw
the vehicle
(which was
nearly 100

feet off shore) sinking into the pond,
eventually becoming completely sub-
merged. 
With air temperature wind chill read-

ings of -1 and water temperatures just
above freezing, Deputy Johnson jumped
into the water, swimming to the vehicle in
an attempt to rescue the driver and sole
occupant. After several attempts, he was
able to break out the rear window of the
vehicle, and extract the driver from the
car. With the help of Oswego Police offi-
cers on the scene, Deputy Johnson was
able to bring the driver safely to the
shore. 
Deputy Johnson was treated and

released for hypothermia and the injuries
he sustained while breaking out the vehi-
cle window. 
For Kendall County Sheriff Deputy

Jason Larsen, on October 12, 2015 at
approximately 8:08 pm, Deputy Larsen
responded to the 0-100 block of Hillside
Drive in unincorporated Yorkville for a
report of a male who had fainted and was
unconscious. 

Upon his arrival at the resdence, Deputy
Larsen saw that the person was not
breathing normally.  He quickly deter-
mined that he was possibly experiencing

an opioid
overdose.
Deputy Larsen
was trained
and equipped
to handle that
situation, and
he adminis-
tered a dose of
Narcan, which
helped the vic-
tim breathe
normally.
After he was
revived, he
was transport-

ed by Bristol-Kendall paramedics to the
hospital for further evaluation.  A poten-
tially fatal incident was avoided due to
quick thinking by Deputy Larsen. Deputy
Larsen used his recent training and newly
acquired lifesaving tool, Narcan, to save
a life.

For Kendall County
Sheriff Deputy Zachary
Tongate, on Tuesday,
December 29, 2015 at
9:19pm, Deputy Tongate
responded to a residence in
the 600-block of Douglas
Street in Oswego for a report

of a male subject barely breathing. While
enroute, it was learned that the person had
stopped breathing and that another person
at the resi-
dence had
begun CPR.
Deputy
Tongate
arrived at the
residence,
assessed the
situation and
deployed an
Automated
External
Defibrillator
(AED). The
AED shocked
the unrespon-
sive subject
one time and
Deputy
Tongate con-
tinued with
CPR until Oswego Fire
Department/Paramedics arrived and took
over. Oswego medics transported the sub-
ject to Rush-Copley Hospital for further
treatment.  

Above, members of the
Kendall County Sheriff’s
Department stand for a photo
with Fox Valley compatriots
after the award ceremony.  
At left, Fox Valley President
Mike Campagnolo reads the
award citations.

Deputy Johnson

Deputy Larsen

Deputy Tongate
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Fox Valley members Rod Herbig, Ted Miller, and Jon Fixmer, worked together at the Du Page
Genealogical Convention March 12 with Karen and Linda of the Perrin Wheaton DAR.

SAR and DAR
staff tables at
DuPage
genealogy
conference
On March 16th Rod
Herbig, Jon Fixmer, and
Ted Miller attended the
DuPage County
Genealogical
Convention in
Naperville. We had a
booth and were looking
to recruit new members. 

– Upcoming Events –



Sons Of The American Revolution                                                  Fox Valley News May 2016 Page 8

Fox Valley
Chapter to
honor
Patriot
buried in
Kane
County

Patriot Abner Powers was born in Springfield, Addison County,
Vermont on December 15, 1760. He was the 10th of 11 children
born to Nathaniel and Hannah (Hartwell) Powers. Abner Powers
began his military service in 1776 at age fifteen. He enlisted with
the New Hampshire Regiment as a drummer and served in that
capacity for two years. Abner served as drummer in the Battle of
Bennington and the Battle of Saratoga, the pivotal battle of the
Revolution. He shivered through the long, cold, miserable winter
of 1777-1778 with General George Washingtonís army at Valley
Forge. At eighteen years of age Abner re-enlisted as a private with
his three brothers in the regiment of Colonel John Stark. It was at
the Battle of Saratoga in October 1777 that Stark became famous
for his words “We’ll defeat the British here today or Molly Stark
will be a widow.”
Abner was promoted to corporal and fought in the Battle of
Yorktown. In the Battle of Yorktown 20,000 American and French
forces defeated 8,900 British under General Charles Cornwallis,
securing American Independence. At the end of the war he
received a gratuity bounty of 15 Continental dollars. Abner
Powers married Sabra Porter on October 12, 1784 at Fort #4 in
Charlestown, New Hampshire. By 1844 Abner had relocated to
Kane County, Illinois and was living with his son Manly, daughter-
in-law Roxanna, and grandchildren. Abner Powers died in Kane
County, Illinois on September 25, 1852 at the age of 91 years, 9
months and 10 days. He is buried here in Lily Lake Cemetery.
This marker was made possible by a grant from the SAR’s

George Washington Endowment Fund and contributions from the
Illinois Society, the Fox Valley Chapter Sons of the American
Revolution, and Unity Lodge #48 A.F. & A.M.
Erected in 2016 by the Illinois Society, Fox Valley Chapter Sons

of the American Revolution

A sign, similar to the
one installed in the
Naperville Cemetery last
year honoring Patriot
John Dudley, will be
installed and dedicated
this summer in Lily
Lake, in Kane County.
Chapter members met

with the Lily Lake
Village Board recently at
Lily Lake Cemetery to
finalize plans for dedica-
tion ceremony. We are
hoping for a summer
ceremony to honor this
Patriot who is buried in
our midst. 
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Fox Valley Chapter President Mike Campagnolo accepts the certificate for Chapter Of The Year 2015-12016 from Illinois SAR
President Tom Ashby. The award was presented at the Spring Board of Managers meeting in Springfield for the chapter’s 
“outstanding performance in accomplishing the goals of The National Society.” 

Tricorn hats off... to us!

At the Glenbard East High
School Senior Honors Convocation
May 11 in Lombard, Chapter
President Mike Campagnolo pre-
sented one of our 63 Outstanding
Citizenship Awards to Margaret
Joyce. She received multiple high
honor and scholarship awards dur-
ing the convocation. Margaret will
be attending Illinois State
University in the fall.

High school
senior honored
in Lombard

A note from
the editor
If you participate in

any SAR events or pro-
jects that would be of
interest to SAR Fox
Valley Chapter mem-
bers, please let Scott
Sanders know about it
so we can include it in
our newsletter. Thanks.
My email address is:

w9run1776@gmail.com



Sons Of The American Revolution                                                  Fox Valley News May 2016 Page 10

By Dale Bottom
Outgoing Program Chairman

One of the SAR’s many youth-oriented
programs is the recognition of superior
cadets in the ROTC and JROTC schools
offering ROTC and JROTC.  ROTC, an
acronym for Reserve Officer’s Training
Corps, was created in 1862 as a part of
the Morrill Act which established land
grant colleges in the United States.  At
one time all male students in land grant
colleges were required to take two years
of basic ROTC.  That is no longer
required. 
The tradition of training college stu-

dents for military leadership began in
1819 in what is now Norwich University,
Northfield, Vermont.  The ROTC program
as we know it today, however, is the
result of the National Defense Act of
1916. This act established ROTC and
authorized a Second Lieutenant’s com-
mission to those who successfully com-
pleted the program.  Since then thousands
of colleges and universities offer ROTC
for the Army, Navy and Air Force.
Title 10 of the U S Code declares: :The

purpose of the Junior Officer’s Training
Corps is to instill in students of the
United States secondary educational insti-
tutions the value of citizenship, service to
the United States, personal responsibility
and a sense of self accomplishment.”
Today, more than 4,000 high schools

across the United States offer JROTC in
one of the branches of military service.
Illinois is blessed with an abundance of
universities and high schools that offer
ROTC and JROTC.  There are 16 univer-
sity ROTC programs and 87 high school
JROTC programs in operation.  Every one
of the 46 Chicago Public Schools is
required to, and offers JROTC.
The Sons of the American Revolution

recognizes superior ROTC and JROTC
participants each Spring by presenting
deserving cadets with a medal and certifi-
cate that describes the criteria for the
award.  The ROTC recipient receives a
Silver Medal and Certificate while the
JROTC cadet receives the Bronze Medal
and Certificate.  
The certificate states that it has been

awarded “in recognition of outstanding
leadership qualities, military bearing and
excellence, thus exemplifying the high

ideals and principles which motivated and
sustained our patriot ancestors”.  
There is an additional JROTC program

known as the Enhanced JROTC Program
or more commonly referred to as the
Outstanding Cadet Contest.  This contest
is open to a third year student in a four
year program or a second year student in
a three year program.  There are no three-
year programs in Illinois.
In addition to being a superior cadet,

both militarily and academically, the con-
testants must receive the recommendation
of their primary military instructor, their
high school principal and complete a 500
to 700 word essay, the subject of which is
“How JROTC has prepared me to be a
better citizen of the United States of
America”.
The first place winner in the Fox Valley

Chapter receives a check for $200 and a
Bronze Chapter Outstanding Cadet
Medallion and Certificate.  Second and
third place winners receive a check for
$125 and $75 respectively.  
The first place winner is entered into

the State contest.  Competition is very
keen. The winner of the State contest is
awarded a check for $1,000, a Silver
Medallion and Certificate and an
engraved ceremonial sabre commemorat-
ing the award. Second and third place
winners receive a check for $500 and
$250 respectively. 
The State winner is then entered into

the national contest where the winner
receives a check for $2,000, a Gold
Medallion and Certificate and up to
$1,000 toward expenses to attend the
National Conference to receive the award.
Second and third place National winners
receive a check for $1,000 and $500
respectively.
The Fox Valley Chapter is a very active

participant in support of the ROTC and
JROTC programs.  There are three uni-
versity ROTC programs and eleven
JROTC programs in the Fox Valley
Chapter area.  Fox Valley is second, only
to the Fort Dearborn Chapter which has
the Chicago Public Schools in its area, in
the number of schools with
ROTC/JROTC programs.  
The Fox Valley Chapter has had entries

in the outstanding cadet contest for the
past six years and in every contest except

one, Fox Valley has produced the State
winner.  Fox Valley State winners have
gone on to place well in the national con-
test with second, third, fourth, fifth and
eighth place winners in the past.  
The 2016 State winner is from Lincoln

Way Central High School, one of the Fox
Valley Chapter outstanding high schools.
There are high hopes for her to be the
National winner!
Those cadets receiving the Sons of the

American Revolution award nearly
always hold the highest rank and offices
in their unit.  Most times the winner of
our award is the commanding officer or
will be promoted to that position for his
or her senior year.  
Many organizations also honor these

cadets but it is the SAR winners who
occupy most of the highest positions of
cadet responsibility, reflecting that our
medal is very highly regarded by the
cadets and the military cadre in charge of
the program.
Compatriots from the local chapters are

encouraged to attend the schools’ award
ceremonies each year where the medals,
certificates and other forms of recognition
are given. 
Fox Valley takes pride in having a com-

patriot at each of the ceremonies.  The
cadets, military instructors and school
administrators are very appreciative of
our support and attendance at their award
ceremonies.
The Sons of the American Revolution

also supports the Sea Cadet program
which has many of the same attributes as
the JROTC program.  One difference is
that squadrons are formed in geographical
areas rather than a single high school. It is
authorized by the United States Navy and
is open to young men and women from
age 13 to age 18.  
A worthy Sea Cadet receives the Good

Citizenship Bronze Medal and Certificate.
There are two Sea Cadet units in the Fox
Valley Chapter and six in the remaining
part of the State. 
The ROTC and JROTC recognition pro-

grams are bedrock elements of the SAR’s
efforts to recognize and commend exem-
plary young men and women who will be
the future leaders of our republic. 

ROTC recognition is one of the Fox Valley’s main programs
– and a new chairman is needed –


